
òExploring Heraldry ó Interest  Group  -   Still òOn our Travelsó,  

Dec 2015 -  March  2016  
 

Our three Autumn sessions sampled ways of starting and tackling such topics as the 
above title might suggest, with an element of ñRevisionò to refresh us all in the group.  
In the last of these meetings, we looked closely at how Snowshill Manor (NT) 
illustrated many aspects of Heraldry, after which we had a great Xmas lunch at The 
Plough in Normanton-on-the-Wolds, where even some dedicated professional diners 
in the group were defeated by the size of normal portions. 

 

 

Snowshill Manor (N ational Trust ) ð the Wade shield as a letter - box,  and imaginary 

arms attributed  to the  Saxon King  Kenwulf  

In January  and February, we got well under weigh with a series of topics of our own 

choosing, no matter how slightly ñheraldicò, and so far we have looked at a Bevy of 

Bishops, the Pearl Insurance Co, é 

 
Similar but different: one Anglican Diocese giving birth  to a new er  one; 

and an overseas office of the Pearl Insurance , with statue - logo on roof enlarged  



é the Battle of Stoke Field (Notts), the Wimbledon area, é 

 
The Yorkist leader at Stoke Field  (Notts); é and can anyone spot  the right òLaneó 

on TV to say where they might have glimpsed the second Wimbledon coat of arms?  

é and Jockey Colours, along with some quick revision ñworkò on using Tricking, the 

technique of using text abbreviations to identify the colouring (ñTincturesò) of areas of 

a heraldic shield. 

 

 
Some irreverence (treasonable?) towards Her Majestyõs stable;   

and an example of tricking  a bishop  

 

In March we have had two presentations very much with a historical basis, but in 

engagingly contrasting styles.   

 

The first, on the Queenôs Beasts, took a look first at how Henry VIIIôs choices for 

Hampton Court underwent various changes caused by political as well as climatic 

traumas, é  

 



 
Hampton Court images of H VIIIõs Beasts, showing the English arms retained by 

the Tudors from the Plantagenets,  and the Royal Arms created especially for Jane 

Seymour 

 

é before we viewed those created by a Nottingham sculptor, James Woodford, and 

positioned at Kew Gardens, for Elizabeth IIôs Coronation, é 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kew Gardens:  

outside the Palm 

House ð the 

Richmond 

Greyhound holds 

the Royal Badge of 

a Tudor Rose  

 

 

 

 



é  and then many fascinating and often amusing imaginative versions made around 

the country for Her Majestyôs Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scrap metal by Tom 

Hiscocks: would the 

Welsh Rugby Team 

fancy that pink hue?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Collage of Crazy Queenõs Beasts at the Groupõs Favourite òCaff  in the Smoke ó,  

at Fortnum & Mason, Piccadilly  



 

This was paired with another slant on history, in our look at Wimborne Minster and 

associated Heraldry.   

 

          

  
 

Lady Margaret Beaufort,  mother of Henr y VII, and thus  holding arguably òRoyaló 

Arms, was a great benefactor to the Town of Wimborne and the Minster itself  

 

The Minster is also fascinating for a multitude of objects for those who have our 

groupôs massive interest (as they tell me so often!) in Heraldry, but, for other (saner?) 

folk, there is also much to admire, such as these two examples among many: 

 

        
Marvellous stained glass dating originally from Medieval times, like the well-

preserved astronomical clock  

 


