
 

The end of an era 

I went back to the beginning of Keyworth & District U3A to remind me of our early 
days when New Horizons had double the current number of team members. 

There have been six of us for a long time aiming to deliver two adventures a year 
each.  I will now introduce the retiring team, Larraine Donovan, Lesley Dittmer, 
Jackie Fisher, Frances Turnbull, Hilary Whitby and myself Sue O’Donoghue. 

We began with a garden party at the home of our then team leader, Barbara 
Wallace, where Pimm’s was the tipple of the day and we never looked back. 

From castles, museums, stately homes, libraries and theatres to vintage cars and 
motor cycles, the space centre, wonderful exhibitions, river cruises and Greyhound 
racing, we’ve done it all. 

We’ve travelled on local buses, car share, community buses and luxury coaches 
and we had a lot of fun. 

Managing any event takes a dedicated team. We have always managed our own 
publicity, bookings of venues, and transport alongside the paper work including 
vouchers and relevant information to assist members on the day. We have balanced 
the books and maintained an even keel with the support of Roy Turnbull who double 
checked our financial management over the years. We thank Roy for all he has 
given us, especially his time. 

We have managed lots of celebratory events over the decade not least of which 
have been many Christmas parties attended by over 100 members on occasions. 
When it came to the BIG EVENTS we excelled but excellence is not achieved in 
isolation! We roped in friends and husbands and we thank them most sincerely; they 
were invaluable. The decade has flown by and it is with a degree of sadness that we 
felt the time had come for others to fill the gap. We have worked hard to deliver a 
mixed and interesting programme. We are not going anywhere and we are all 
committed to helping in any way we can should other members decide to fill the 
void. 

I cannot close without thanking my team members for the great years we have spent 
together, the commitment everyone has made and the fun we’ve had,  

My final thanks go to all K&D members who have supported us, enjoyed our efforts 
and made it all worthwhile.  May we all continue to Learn, Laugh and Live a lot, in 
true U3A fashion!! 

Sue O’Donoghue. New Horizons team leader, March 2020 


